HPV and p53 in urinary bladder carcinoma.
We report a study on human papilloma virus (HPV) and p53 protein in 18 cases of urothelial carcinoma grade 1, 2 and 3. The presence of HPV has been correlated to the p53 protein expression, as this virus, once integrated in the cell nuclei, seems to cause the alteration of some genes expression, involved in the cell-cycle regulation, like p53. One case of urothelial papillary carcinoma grade 2, infiltrating the lamina propria, resulted to be positive for HPV type 31/33/51 and for p53 protein. Our data suggest that HPV type 31/33/51 may have played a role in the pathogenesis of this neoplasia causing an alteration of p53 gene.